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What is a Chromebook? 
Chromebooks are lightweight laptops that run an operating system called Chrome OS; Chromebooks are made by computer manufacturers like Dell, HP, Acer, Samsung, Toshiba, and Lenovo. These computers are designed to be used primarily while connected to the Internet, with most applications and documents living in the cloud. As a result, these laptops don't have a lot of onboard memory, but they don't have very large price tags, either.
Chromebooks are optimized for Google's apps, such as Gmail, Google Calendar and Google Drive. Getting set up on a Chromebook will be easy if you already use Google's services for your email, calendar and documents. However, if you use other popular services--such as Microsoft Outlook, AIM or Yahoo Mail--it might take some time to get adjusted to Google's OS.
If you use your computer primarily for email, Facebook, and general Internet surfing, you will get along just fine with a Chromebook. After all, that is exactly what Chromebooks were designed for. 
 

Key Advantages of a Chromebook
So, are Chromebooks good enough for what you do with your laptop? Here are some of the features that draw people to a Chromebook as opposed to a Windows or Mac computer.
1. Price: The majority of Chromebooks cost significantly less than your average laptop. Chromebooks can be had for as little as $140 with mid-range models in the $200-250 range. 
2. Speed: Chromebooks can power on and be ready to use in around eight seconds. 
3. Battery: Chromebooks last a longer time on battery than most laptops.
4. Security: The Chrome OS has built-in virus and malware protection.
5. Sync: Chromebooks sync all your apps and passwords with Chrome browsers on other computers. This also means that you will never lose your work, as all of your data is saved on Google Drive (in the cloud).
6. Cloud Storage: You get 100GB of Google Drive storage free for two years with all new Chromebooks. 
7. Updates: Chromebooks update themselves silently, automatically, and in the background. 
8. Weight: Most Chromebooks are lightweight.
Disadvantages of a Chromebook 
Like anything, Chromebooks, too, have their own shortcomings. It is necessary to be aware of some of the limitations and disadvantages of Chromebooks before making your final decision.
1. If you are married to Microsoft Office products, a Chromebook is not for you. Google encourages you to use its own free online suite of Office-like services.
2. Chromebooks, while startup is quick, can be slow while performing tasks such as working with spreadsheets or retrieving or saving files. This is due mainly to the fact that most of the processing is being done in the cloud.
3. Chromebooks typically only have 16 to 32GB of on-board storage. Limiting storage helps keep the price down because component costs are cheaper. Google wants you to store your data in the cloud, and that is why it includes 100GB of online storage for free for two years.
4. Chromebooks have no optical drive for CDs and DVDs.
